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With Oman’s modern history, in effect, having
begun in 1970 under the leadership of Sultan
Qaboos Bin Said Al Said, the rate of progress and
change has since been unprecedented.

Today, the Sultanate has caught up with its regional
neighbours and offers a multitude of attractions to
rival some of the top tourist destinations in the
world, all the while remaining loyal to its unique
culture, architecture and heritage.

Indeed, in line with the Sultan’s decree, no new
buildings in Oman are allowed to be more than eight
storeys high in order that they remain in style with
the existing landscape.

Government-driven development toward
diversification continues to be guided by the broad
goals of Vision 2020 – the 25 year program
established in 1995, which aims to enhance the
country’s human resources, expand the information
and technology sectors and upgrade the national
infrastructure.

W ith a more varied landscape and top-class
ecological attractions than anywhere else in the
GCC, tourism has become a natural mode of
development, with the sector having become a main
ingredient in the Sultanate’s drive towards economic
diversification.

Alongside an extensive network of more than
16,500 kms of asphalt roads and motorways linking
the main cities in both north and south and an
extensive communications network including radio,
television and broadband internet, Oman has two
major international airports in Muscat and Salalah,
as well as its own national airline, Oman Air.

The main airport in Muscat is being upgraded to
include a new terminal building and runway.

Last year, it handled just over 3 million international
visitors.

Meanwhile, new regional airports are to be built at
Adam, Haima, Ras al Hadd, Shaleem, Sohar and
Duqm.

Building up of the meetings, incentives, conferences
and exhibitions (MICE) market is also underway, as

is an extensive program of hotel expansion across
the country.

In conjunction with the private sector, the Sultanate
has invested in several major tourism projects.

Construction firm Omran, for example, is currently
in the throes of ten new resort-style projects across
the country which are set for completion within the
next five years.

One of these is the Duqm Hotel Project on the
eastern coast of Al Wusta.

Duqm is a rapidly developing region currently
undergoing reinvention into one of the country’s
major industrial and commercial hubs, anchored by
a world-scale port and dry dock complex.

A greenfield airport project designed to support a
capacity of 500,000 passengers per year will also be
key to supporting inward investment into the Duqm
region and promises to open up large tracts of its
remote, yet idyllic coastal stretch, to tourism.

A major 10-hectare hotel development located 8km
west of Duqm town is the Duqm Beach Hotel.

A four star beachfront business hotel to serve the
development of world-class industrial and
commercial facilities in the town of Duqm, the hotel
will be developed in a traditional Omani style.

Other new luxury resorts are also underway including
The Wave, Norman Foster’s Blue City Complex and
the five-star Muscat Hills Golf and Country Club.

One major project is ‘Salalah Beach’ Located in the
pristine natural environment of the Dhofar region,
this development is set to include some of the most
exclusive five star hotels amid its stunning beachfront
scenery.

In development by Muriya Tourism Development
Company, Oman will for the first time, experience
the hospitality of renowned brands such as Rotana,
Movenpick Resort & Spa Salalah and Club
Méditerranée.
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